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Figures on COVID-19 in Zimbabwe,  19 March. Source MOHCC 

Cases in the last seven days 13 to 19 March. Source MOHCC 

Province Number of cases 

Bulawayo 5,412 

Harare 12,898 

Manicaland 3,764 

Mash Central 1,694 

Mash East 2,555 

Mash West 2,048 

Midlands 2,439 

Masvingo 2,367 

Mat North 1,258 

Mat South 2,217 

Total 36,652 

# of confirmed cases by province, 19 March. Source MOHCC 



#DecadeOfAction on SDGs for transformative recovery from COVID- 19 
On 18 March 2021, the UN in Zimbabwe kicked off a dialogue 
series on the Decade of Action for SDGs featuring Public Service, 
Labour and Social Welfare Minister, Professor Paul Mavima; UN 
Resident Coordinator, Ms. Maria Ribeiro;  Association of Non-
Governmental Organizations (NANGO) Director, Mr. Leonard 
Mandishara; and Poverty Reduction Trust Forum Executive 
Director, Ms. Judith Kaulem. 
 
The dialogue series aims to  facilitate common understanding 
how Zimbabwe is faring on the SDGs in the context of COVID-19 

and mobilize stakeholders including communities and youth to action for a transformative 
recovery from COVID- 19. 
 
Panelists highlighted that to achieve the SDGs in Zimbabwe, there was need to grow the 
economy to generate resources required for SDGs and ensure that governance is inclusive 
and people centered particularly on the need for a robust social protection to recover better 
from COVID-19. 
 
The Decade of Action for SDGs was launched last year globally by the UN Secretary General 
to mobilize communities, marshal resources, enhance national implementation and 
strengthen institutions to achieve the 17 goals by the target date of 2030. 

 
Strengthening COVID-19 community engagement campaigns  

With funding from the UK Foreign Commonwealth 
Development Office (UKAid), the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) has rolled out a series of COVID-19 
community engagement campaigns.  
 
Implemented in partnership with Perch Media Trust, the 
campaign aims to reduce the impact of COVID-19 on mobile 
populations, promoting a better understanding of migrant 
rights and the positive impact of migration to host 

communities.  
 
The campaign team are also distributing COVID-19 information, education, and 
communications materials. This week the campaign reached communities in Honde Valley, 
Nyanga, Watsomba, and Chikanga, Dangamvura, Green Market and Zimunya in Mutare.  
 

Working with media to enhance COVID-19 risk communications 
This week WHO participated virtually in the one-day training 
on “Reporting Breaking News, Health and Pandemic 
Reporting,” hosted by Media in Southern Africa (MISA) 
Zimbabwe chapter. The training was aimed at providing 
mentorship to journalists from the local media who are 
responsible for gathering and disseminating news and 
information.  
 

The media has been an important ally of the COVID-19 national risk communication and 
community engagement. It has served as a source of correct information as well as an 
advocate for correct health behaviour. 
 
“It is important to make people know that they are at risk so that they are not complacent, but 
at the same time this has to be balanced against creating unfounded fear or panic,” says Dr 
Lincoln S Charimari, WHO COVID-19 Response Manager during his presentation.  
 

Tackling food system challenges in urban areas 
UNDP Zimbabwe Accelerator lab has been exploring a 
transformative approach to address urban food system 
challenges in Zimbabwe through a series of experiments, 
including an assessment of urban agriculture during COVID-
19. 
 
In Zimbabwe, 37% of urban households survive on less than 
50% of their caloric necessities. The severity of this urban 
food insecurity has been compounded by successive 
droughts and the recent COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
UNDP Zimbabwe, through the Accelerator lab aims to strengthen protection mechanisms of 
vulnerable groups in urban areas by tapping into already existing networks and structures of 
self-help; leverage food production as a driver of social cohesion and ultimately redefine 
paradigms around food production in cities; and build city food system resilience to withstand 
various external shocks and food supply chain distortions. 
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